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memory, since it pointed a censorious eye upon those things viewed as the acts of a demure pretender to extra devotion which would else have passed without notice as the most venial of frailties in an unsanctimonious layman.
Something I had to say also upon Homer, who mingles amongst the examples cited by Mr. Gilfillan of apparent happiness connected with genius. But, for want of room,1 I forbear to go further than to lodge my protest against imputing to Homer, as any personal merit, what belongs altogether to the stage of society in which he lived. " They," says Mr. Gilfillan, speaking of the Iliad and the Odyssey, " are the healthiest of works. There are in them no sullen-ness, no querulous complaint, not one personal allusion." But I ask, how could there have been ? Subjective poetry had not an existence in those days. Not only the powers for introverting the eye upon the spectator, as himself the spedaculwrn,, were then undeveloped and inconceivable, but the sympathies did not exist to which such an appeal could have addressed itself. Besides, and partly from, the same cause, even as objects, the human feelings and affections were too grossly and imperfectly distinguished ; had not reached even the infancy of that stage in which the passions begin their processes of intermodification; nor could have reached
1 For the same reason I refrain from discussing the pretensions of Savage. Mr. Gilfillan gives us to understand that not from want of materials, but of time, he does not (which else he could] prove him to be the man he pretended to be. For ray own part, I believe Savage to have been the vilest of swindlers ; and in these days, under the surveillance of a searching police, he would have lost the chance which he earned of being hanged,2 by being long previously transported to the Plantations. How can Mr. Gilfillan allow himself, in a case, of this nature, to speak of "universal impression " (if it had even existed) as any separate ground of credibility for Savage's tale ? When the public have no access at all to sound means of judging, what matters it in which direction their " impression " lies, or how many thousands swell the belief for which not one in all these thousands has anything like a reason to offer ?
2 Savage had actually received sentence of death for murder perpetrated in a tavern brawl. The royal clemency interposed most critically to save him from the scaffold, but under an impression utterly without foundation as to his maternal persecutions. Not he by his mother, but his pretended mother toy him, was systematically persecuted for years, as a means of extorting money. Suppose Ms pretensions true, would a person of any manliness have sought to win his daily bread from the terrors of her whom he claimed as kia mother?